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PROJECT IMPACT

A unique feature of the east stands,
completed in 1937,was a dormitory
on the second level which is no longer
in use. It provided housing for 48
men. Fort Hays Kansas State College
copied this innovation from newly
constructed stadiums at Louisiana
State University and Ohio State
University. The Louisiana state
legislature had refused to provide
funds to build a stadium, so
Governor Huey "Kingfish" Long
evaded the restraint by building a
men's dormitory designed in such a
way that the top could be
used as a stadium.

HISTORICAL
OVERVIEW
In early September of 1935, the state
of Kansas approved a $66,000 request
from then President C.E. Rarick for
the proposed new football field and
track facility now known as Lewis
Field. In addition, the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) provided
needed assistance from the Federal
government (mostly in the form of
labor) to construct a football stadium
and recreation center. Private parties
contributed $25,000.
The sta dium project gave
construction jobs to about
200 college students in
the only project of this,
nature undertaken by
the WPA in what is
now the First Congres- .
sional District. Many
alumni of that era tell vivid
stories about their work on the
structure and about how they
welcomed the wages to help
defray college costs. Some of these
students earned 25 cents an hour
hauling railroad cinders to the track to
make a finished surface.

Visitors to the site
recognize the need
for renovation of the
Lewis Field Stadium. There has
been no major
upgrading or
renovation of this
facility in the past
thirty years.

Until now, virtually all upgrading has been
minor and has been accomplished through
general maintenance and repair as conditions
demanded. The track, made of the same cinders
spread in 1937, has not been used in over a
decade. The football field, used by both high
schools in Hays as well as the university, also
must be replaced. The amount of time and
money required to maintain the grass
field has become prohibitive, and
given the perennial water
shortage, the water use is
exorbitant.

Renovation of Lewis Field Stadium
will have a positive impact on the
university service area, as no other
quality football and track facility of
this size exists in western Kansas. On
completion of this project, the university will be able to host area high
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school competitions as well
as regional and national
.. ?
collegiate competitions. In
doing so, the university
will be able to bring to
campus fine young
athletes from all regions
of the state, many of
whom may choose
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FHSU for their college
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. basis with sister institutions, could be held at Lewis Field.
:.. . These events will bring thousands
of people to Hays and the university. By working in conjunction
: with the Kansas State High School
j Activities Association, Junior
, Olympics, Special Olympics,
NCAA, NAIA and other organizations, the renovated stadium will
make a m ajor economic impact on
this area.

In order to hold these events, the
stadium, track and football field must
undergo a number of changes and
improvements. Primarily, they are:
•

Changing existing bench
seating to individual reserved
seats and new aluminum
bleachers for general admission

•

Renovating locker and dressing
areas for officials, visiting
teams, and male/female
locker rooms

•

Adding a reception area for
university alumni, friends and
dignitaries

•

Building and furnishing a
weight room with office and
two meeting rooms

•

Renovating the main Hall of
Fame entry area of the
east stands

•

Adding a hospitality room with
access to the President's box

•

Installing a tiled trainin g room
with a separate rehabilitation
and treatment area

•

Renovating the east and west
press boxes

•

Construc ting equipment
storage areas

•

Reno vating restrooms on the
east sid e of the stadium

•

Adding a portable filming
tower on practice field

•

Providing accessories and
equipment for meets
and practices

•

Installing computerized
performance indicators

STUDENT
CONTRIBUTIONS

Thanks to the students, the university has begun renovations on the
stadium. Fort Hays State University
students have donated a wonderful
lead gift to show their school spirit
and help in the capital campaign.
They voted to finance the resurfacing
of the football field as well as the
resurfacing of the track, named for
retired track coach, Alex Francis. This
gift amounts to $1,200,000of the total
funds needed to complete this project.
The students' gift provides for the
following:
• Installing an artificial, sand-filled
turf for the football field
• Installing an eight-lane,
all-weather synthetic track
• Constructing new field event
runways, landing pits, and
throwing pads
• Adding a track events timing
system, football 25-second clocks,
coach's communication and
phone system, and team benches.

Photo courtesy of University of Colorado

YOUR CHANCE TO HELP
Understanding that you would not wish to be outdone by the students,
FHSU is providing you with two special opportunities to help make these
changes to the facility. First, when you contribute $500, FHSU will thank
you by affixing your name on one of 1,100 individual reserved seats,
giving you lasting recognition for your generosity. But wait, there's
more! You also will earn the lifetime first right of refusal to season tickets
for that seat.
Second, if you are a former FHSU football, track, or cross country
athlete, the university would like to place your name on one of 100 sports
lockers in the facility, thereby inspiring today's athletes. Your contribution
of $1,500ensures that each year a young athlete, who holds the same
position you played, will use the locker bearing your name. You won't
want to miss this once in a lifetime opportunity to span the generations of
Tiger tradition.

Should you desire more information on making a
contribution to this project, please contact:
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Institutional Development
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Telephone: (913) 628-5824

